Maine Coalition for Housing and Quality Services


Meeting Agenda

November 14, 2011 12-2pm
Location:  ****307 Cumberland Avenue, Portland (we’re back!)**** 
I. 12pm – Welcome, pizza, social networking.
This meeting will continue a broad discussion, including context, of how we came to this crisis of current and impending lack of funds for services and housing in Maine, and what we as parents can and are doing about it.  The major focus will be on advocacy, resources, and implementing a new Continuum of Care so that housing and service needs are met for everyone, and true community inclusion occurs.
II. 12:15pm 
a. Review agenda
b. Review/Accept minutes
c. Introductions
III. 12:20pm – Brief Updates

a. Legislature/Federal Funding Report including PNMI Funding.

b. DHHS Funding and Leadership Update –Brian Scanlon will continue a discussion of major changes in leadership at DHHS, plans, and what the future looks like at this point.    
c. Housing Funding Update
d. Other updates
IV. 12:40pm – Other standing items

a. Review of Feedback and or new postings on the Coalition Website – Review, Ideas for Improvement, etc. 
www.maineparentcoalition.org
b. Section 8 Campaign Update – Section Eight Voucher Reform Act, preferences for DD populations.
V. 12:50pm – Update on the DD Continuum of Care – Progress so far and next steps toward implementation.  This will be the major focus of November’s meeting.

VI. 1pm – Featured Speaker:  Bonnie Smith, Deputy Commissioner of Programs, DHHS.  Bonnie will speak from the Commissioner’s office on DHHS plans, and vision.  She will inform us about the Commissioner’s reception of the Coalition’s White Paper on the DD Continuum of Care.  She will most importantly be here to listen to families telling their stories and speaking of their needs.  
VII. 1:55pm – Other business, and Agenda for next Coalition meeting
Next meeting:  December 12, 2011 12-2pm, 307 Cumberland Avenue.  Speaker:  Ricker Hamilton, Acting Director OACPDS
Unless otherwise decided:  All Coalition meetings are the second Monday of the month from 12-2pm at 307 Cumberland Avenue in Portland.  
c/o Community Housing of Maine 309 Cumberland Avenue, Suite 203

 Portland, Maine 04101 207-879-0347 cullen@chomhousing.org
www.maineparentcoalition.org   


