Maine Coalition for Housing and Quality Services


Meeting Agenda

June 11, 2012 12-2pm
Location:  307 Cumberland Avenue, Portland 
I. 12pm – Welcome, pizza, social networking.
This meeting will continue a broad discussion, including context, of how we came to this crisis of current and impending lack of funds for services and housing in Maine, and what we as parents can and are doing about it.  The major focus will be on the state’s budget, advocacy, resources, and implementing a new Continuum of Care so that housing and service needs are met for everyone, and true community inclusion occurs.
II. 12:15pm 
a. Review agenda
b. Review/Accept minutes
c. Introductions
III. 12:20pm – Featured Speakers:  
Jim Houle – President, Maine Trust for People with Disabilities.   Jim founded and oversees this important trust program that allows for the accumulation of resources for your son or daughter.  Jim has presented to the Coalition some years ago, but this program has evolved and expanded since, as has our audience.
Annemarie Salzberg – Chair of Southern Maine Advisory Council on Transition (SMACT).  Annemarie has been at SMACT for 22 years and this group is exploring ways to better combine forces with our Coalition!  Both of our Websites are cross linked, but we will examine ways to take it to the next level.  
IV. 1:20pm – Housing and Services Focus Areas/Updates
a. DHHS Funding and Section 21/Section 29 Waiting List Update – Ricker Hamilton, Acting Director, and Karen Mason, Program Manager, Office of Adult Cognitive and Physical Disability Services (OACPDS).
b. Legislature/Federal Funding Report
c. Housing Funding Update – MaineHousing leadership update, lack of funding for supportive housing update.  
d. Section 8 Campaign Update – Affordable Housing and Self-Sufficiency Improvement Act (AHSSIA, formerly SEVRA), preferences for DD populations.
e. Website Update – www.maineparentcoalition.org Announcement of a new linked site for information and communication related to the Adult Services waiting lists. Review of feedback and or new postings on the Coalition Website
f. Other updates
V. 1:40pm – Institute for Civic Leadership Practicum project – Review of survey results. 

VI. 1:50pm – Update on the DD Continuum of Care – Progress so far and next steps toward implementation.  
VII. 1:55pm – Other business, and Agenda for next Coalition meeting
Next meeting:  July 9, 2012 12-2pm, 307 Cumberland Avenue.  Speaker:  Amy Messer – New Hampshire Disability Rights Center – This organization is involved in an Olmstead class action lawsuit against NH DHHS.  
Unless otherwise decided:  All Coalition meetings are the second Monday of the month from 12-2pm at 307 Cumberland Avenue in Portland.  (In 2012, October and November will be the 3rd Monday.)
c/o Community Housing of Maine 309 Cumberland Avenue, Suite 203

 Portland, Maine 04101 207-879-0347 cullen@chomhousing.org
www.maineparentcoalition.org   


