Maine Coalition for Housing and Quality Services

March 14, 2011
Minutes 
Present: Tyler Ingalls, Diane Boas, Mary Chris Bulger, Kim Russell, Sue Witt, Suellen Doggett, Edward Doggett, Robert Barton, Karen Johnson, Arthur P. Clum, Jim Patterson, Anne Marie Riley, Beth Jones, Darla Chafin, Terry Valente, Cullen Ryan, Samira Bouzrara. 

I. Cullen welcomed the group and reviewed the agenda. The minutes from last meeting were accepted. 

II. Presentation by Jim Patterson, Director of Residential Services, United Cerebral Palsy of Maine, covering housing challenges, and exciting solutions. 

Jim Patterson gave a brief review of his career path. He started as an oil company executive and found he was not satisfied.  He gravitated towards the helping profession and became an Ed Tech working with children suffering from behavioral issues.  He then developed skills that allowed him to move to an organization that serves people with intellectual disabilities, and mental illness. He served in this organization for 8 years. From there he ended up working with UCP of ME.
UCP of Maine is an independent agency affiliated with the national UCP. UCP started 65 years ago. There was a group of parents that came together because their children couldn’t receive services in public schools due to their disabilities. So they started a small school in somebody’s basement, over the years we added more services.  They currently provide services to approximately1200 people every year. They serve a broad and diverse group of people with disabilities who have multiple needs. Among the services are:

· Bridges preschool: For young children with severe language problems, intellectual disabilities.

· Day treatments:  For toddlers with special needs.

· Behavioral health services:  Short term care for individual with mental illness gets them to the level where they are safe to go back to their home or less restrictive level of care.

· Respite care:  To provide parents and guardians a much needed break from caring for caring for their child with disabilities.

· Case Management Services:  For adults to assist and support them in the community
· Residential services:  Support living facility for children and adult with a variety of disabilities and diagnosis (yet many attend school) and community programs. 

Jim noted that among the challenges the state and the agencies are facing is the Section 21 Waiver Program that has over 400 people in the waiting list, and 195 of them on the verge of homelessness.  UCP has a small program that they would like to expand, coming up with housing models that are less expensive than what is currently offered, and more practical. As an example, one of the young men they support lives alone in an apartment with 24/7 living support. It is a very expensive way to run a program.  One of the things they are looking towards doing is building with smart housing, so that perhaps they can have 6 staff as opposed to 15 staff that can support 8 people in a congregate style, but in their own apartment. This would be a model in which electronic monitoring can be used similar to what Community Housing of Maine is working on in the Bangor area.   
III. Brief Updates:

1. Proposed cuts to the most vulnerable populations: The Legislature is considering bills that would cut safety net programs for people who are poor.  Some of those include:

· Imposing a five-year limit for Temporary Assistance to Needy Families:  Since the program began in 1997, 63,000 Maine families have left the TANF program. 71 percent of recipients receive benefits for 1 year or less; 85 percent receive benefits for 2 years or less. Two-thirds of recipients are children.  Nearly all TANF recipients are able to get off TANF in less than 5 years.  The ones that aren’t able to exit have serious issues such as mental illness, and they need additional time; cutting them from the program simply throws them into crisis.  The maximum benefit for a family of three is $485 per month, 66% below the federal poverty level.
· Implementing new premiums equal to 4% of household income for all people, including children, parents, seniors, and people with disabilities, with income over 150% of the federal poverty level receiving health care services through MaineCare, Katie Beckett, the MaineCare Savings program, Drugs for the Elderly, and Long Term Care:  This proposal would lead seniors, people with disabilities, and children to go without needed health coverage.  

· Reducing the state’s share of General Assistance funding for large cities. This could create more homelessness because local communities cannot afford to pay as service centers for the entire state.  General Assistance keeps people from becoming homeless.  
· Giving the state 90 days, instead of 45, to determine whether someone is disabled and can qualify for benefits.  Under this proposal, people applying for MaineCare based on a disability will wait twice as long without critical healthcare, and costs will shift from federal to local communities.
· Reducing the income eligibility levels for a program that helps pay for prescription drugs for senior citizens. This puts the lives of seniors at risk.

· Requiring legal immigrants to live in Maine for five years before they can be eligible for food stamps, medical and financial assistance, and Supplemental Social Security income.  It is hard to imagine people coming from war torn countries or otherwise new to the country/state never having a financial issue in their first 5 years.  
· Changing the income eligibility standard for MaineCare for parents from 200% to 133% of the federal poverty level.
2. DHHS Funding Update:  The current budget proposal has the DD portion of DHHS flat funded.  This is not good, but may lead some to feel that we are out of the weeds because major cuts are not initially proposed.  Cullen noted that with the way funding cuts were being announced, we must not be complacent.  Any day new cuts can be announced and we will need to stand up and speak our minds.  
3. Housing Funding Update:

Nothing new to report at this time – no funding RFP has been announced.
Review of Feedback and or new postings on the Coalition Website:  No feedback. 
Announcements:
1. Maine Parent Federation presents Special Needs Trust & Financial Planning Transition Meeting. Presenters are attorney Jane Quirion & Financial Planner Carol Luce.  It will be held @ Mt Ararat HS Functional Life Skills Room, Tuesday, April 5th
2. Cullen announced (as an introduction to the speaker of the day, Jim Patterson) that Community Housing of Maine, in partnership with a group of parents, and the Charlotte White Center are working on a housing project to serve young adults with DD, specifically people with Cerebral Palsy currently inappropriately housed in elderly nursing homes around the state.  These young people will live in seven apartments in one building a couple blocks from the heart of downtown Bangor.  
Question: What kinds of approaches are taken to fund projects such as the Community Housing of Maine effort in Bangor to house people with Cerebral Palsy?

Answer:   The Coalition, along with others supported a $30M housing Bond two years ago, and the Legislature put that through. Ten percent ($3M) of that was devoted to special needs populations – homeless and non-homeless – due to our advocacy.  The half for non-homeless populations was the source of funding for supportive housing funding round (non-homeless) that MaineHousing put out as a competitive RFP last year.  There were several successful applications, including one for this project.  Details of other projects were unclear, but one other project will serve people with mental illness in or near Portland.  
Section8 Campaign Update:

This campaign continues and those who have not yet viewed the video are encouraged to do so and take the action steps outline at the end. 

 A review of DD Continuum of Care:

So far the subcommittee is making progress, and the next step will be toward implementation by meeting with the Commissioner’s Office! We are trying to design a system that will allow DHHS to empower people to have more flexibility to support creativity and alternative approaches to housing and service delivery. 
For more details refer to the last DD Continuum of Care minutes, posted on the website. 

Next meeting: 4/11/2011 from 12-2pm, same location.  
c/o Community Housing of Maine 309 Cumberland Avenue, Suite 203

Portland, Maine 04101 207-879-0347 cullen@chomhousing.org
www.maineparentcoalition.org

