Maine Coalition for Housing and Quality Services

May 9, 2011
Minutes 
Present: Bonnie Trafford, Darla Chafin, Gordon “Matt” Oliver, Sue Witt, Erin Gavey, Suellen Doggett, Edward Doggett, Karen Johnson, Bob Barton, Aaron Sawyer, Cathy Lemieux, Rachel Dyer, Sue Murphy, Kim Humphrey (by phone), Arthur P. Clum, Helen Meserve, Darlene Lepoff, Cathy Dionne, Cullen Ryan, Samira Bouzrara. 

Cullen welcomed the group and reviewed the agenda. The minutes from last meeting were accepted. 

I. Presentation by Cathy Dionne Director of Programs.

The Autism Society of Maine is a non-profit organization that serves individual with autism and their families, professionals, and communities by providing education, advocacy, referrals, and resource development. The society provides current information in support of informed choice of treatments and services.  

Cathy added: “We leave the choice to the parent to decide what treatment and what path they want to follow, because they know what is going to work best within their setting, their homes, and the agency that is working with them.” 
Another source that they have is the lending library. It is the biggest lending library in New England, over 900 books, audio, video, and books on tapes. They encourage people to be a member, but it is not a requirement. Also to make it more accessible they mail the material to their customer with the return postage. 
The purposes of the autism Society of Maine are:

· Family and community support.

· Advocate for the general welfare for individual with autism.
· Educate the community for better understanding of people with autism.

· To promote the establishment of adequate diagnostic, therapeutic, educational, and recreational facilities for individual with autism.
· To further the education and training of parents and professional personnel.

· To promote the education, training, and vocational opportunities of individuals with autism and to foster the development of integrated care on their behalf.
· To further the advancement of all ameliorative and preventive study, research, therapy, care, and cure of individuals with autism.

Programs

The Autism Society of Maine hosts a number of programs for children and families with Autism:

· Family Retreat: ASM provide families with a weekend away. Families come from around the state to gather, share stories, and learn from each other. The weekend starts on Friday and ends by Sunday morning. Families get to stay in dorms at the University of New England in Biddeford. Swimming and entertainment is provided.

· Children’s Summer Camp: The ASM holds the summer program for kids between the ages of 5- 15 years old. The purpose of the summer camp is to develop effective communication skills and peer relationships in social setting. The program consists of structured activities supervised by professionals, and college students. Scholarships are available.
Funding: 

The Autism Society of Maine is funded by the Department of Health and Human Services. Also they receive donation, and grants. The big part of their funding comes from fundraisers like: Ride for Autism, and Walk for Autism. 

Question:  Are you thinking of expanding teen, and adult social network?

Answer:    I will be willing to expand any of those. What we look at when we are doing program like         that is the space, the facilitator, and oversight. 
End of presentation

II. Brief Updates: 
1. Cullen reported that a study in South Korea estimated that 1 in 38 children have some form of autism. The approach is new one. Previously, researchers have examined only children known to have neurological disorder or at high risk of developing it. This study covered all children in a group.  Children in regular schools in Korea are in school for up to 12 hours a day, with highly structured, large classrooms, and few opportunities for socialization. Many of the children who were identified with an autism spectrum disorder through this study were found to have a higher IQ, but had poor socialization skills, one of the hallmarks of autism.

2. It was announced that a Maine lawmaker proposes creating a Unified Early Education System. The bill 568 is sponsored by Democratic State Senator Justin Alfond of Portland. The concept of the bill proposes to create a unified early childhood education system that will result in more effective use of limited resources and potentially improved outcomes.
III. DHHS Funding Update:  

Funding remains flat and there is still concern that the Governor could announce additional cuts as we saw a change package budget arrive on Friday.  Cullen reviewed details known about the change package, which effectively reduces safety net programs for people with low incomes, or otherwise restricts access.  It was pointed out that nearly all of the population with developmental disabilities does or will receive Social Security Income or Social Security Disability Income.  The change package proposes forbidding anyone receiving federal assistance from ever receiving General Assistance.  
The Coalition voted unanimously to create an Action Alert to members about contacting local Legislators to oppose the cuts to the safety net programs, such as those in the Governor’s Change Package.  
IV. Housing Funding Update:

Nothing new to report at this time – no funding RFP has been announced.

V. Review of Feedback and or new postings on the Coalition Website:  No feedback. Coalition website:  www.maineparentcoalition.org 
VI. Announcements:  Spurwink Services announced the Sprout Film Festival (entertaining and memorable films related to Autism, Aspergers Syndrome, and intellectual disabilities) happening on 6/9/11 at noon and 7pm at One Longfellow Square in Portland (corner of Congress and State Streets.  For more information:  797-2512
VII. Section8 Campaign Update:

This campaign continues and those who have not yet viewed the video are encouraged to do so and take the action steps outline at the end. www.alongthewayhome.org 
VIII. A review of DD Continuum of Care:
Improvement so far and next steps toward implementation. For detailed progress on DD Continuum of Care refer to the last minutes 4/4/11.  The group had a presentation by United Cerebral Palsy of Maine about a pilot program, and from Dr. Chip Teel who will be the speaker at the next Coalition meeting.  
Next meeting: 6/13/2011 12-2pm, ** Location DHHS 161 Marginal Way in Portland, Conference Room A and B** Our usual location is not available for 3months. Featuring Dr. Chip Teel – Using technology in homes to improve independence and autonomy.
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