Maine Coalition for Housing and Quality Services

August 8, 2011

Minutes 

Present: Jen Jello, Heidi Mansir, Sue Murphy, Jill Simpson, Sue Witt, Bob Barton, Dave Lawlor, Priscilla Burnette, Suellen Doggett, Ed Doggett, Moira Leighton, Evelyn Blanchard, Gil Moreno, Laurie Raymond, Colin Copeland, Karen Johnson, Tyler Ingalls, Megan Berman, Cullen Ryan.  
Cullen welcomed the group, reviewed the agenda, and went around the circle with introductions. The minutes from last meeting were accepted. 

Legislative Updates:  Cullen reviewed the total number of people on the waitlist for Section 21 and Section 29 from January through July.  The current high numbers represent a significant obstacle for those who want their children to get support.  DHHS is moving people off the waitlist at approximately 8 people per month.
The Governor is looking for another $100 million out of the state budget for January of 2012.  A new law that establishes discretionary spending limits over the next 10 years will leave all HUD and USDA housing programs very vulnerable to the coming budget crisis.  It looks like there may be significant cuts in FY12 compared to FY11.
Resignations:  Bill Hughes has tendered his resignation, and will be leaving before October 1.  He was the program Manager for the arm of DHHS that worked with people with developmental disabilities.

David Goddu will be leaving on the 27th of August, and is currently the financial person who handles MaineCare.

Paul Taylor, a trainer/coordinator, is also resigning.

It will be important to work closely with the new people coming into these positions, so that service quality in these areas does not drop.

Speaking Up For Us:  Tyler presented briefly on a group with which he is affiliated, Speaking Up for Us (SUFU), an organization designed to help people stay stable during transitions from their homes.  For more information, their web address is: http://www.sufumaine.org/
Achieving Independence in Maine:  Laurie spoke about a new project that Port Resources Advisory Board is putting together called Achieving Independence in Maine (AIM).  They have a Section 8 approved building, and they are going to convert it to three apartments for young people (ages 18-24) who are on the autism spectrum.  Staff will be there 8 hours each day for support.  The apartments will be located on Congress Street in Portland.  They are currently still working on getting housing vouchers for the apartments.
Housing Vouchers:  A national organization advocating for funding the National Housing Trust Fund have posted a video produced by the Maine Affordable Housing Coalition that features three people in Maine who are trying to get housing.  They are hoping that this video will be a catalyst for more Section 8 vouchers.  You can view the video at: www.alongthewayhome.org
DD Continuum of Care Update: Sue Doggett detailed for the subcommittee the story of the Doggett’s son and the efforts she made as the system of care evolved in York County.   The group spend the second part of the meeting discussing a potential roadmap for MaineCare Section 29 to better support services in line with the DD Continuum of Care.  Laurie recapped the previous meeting in which re-writing the Section 29 waiver so that waivers could be used as home-based for individual support.  In the meeting, they also discussed educating providers about outcomes, measures and evaluations, and challenging providers to think about creating beneficial, supportive systems.  They discussed adding more flexibility to the Section 21 program, which is more comprehensive than the Section 29 program and has less stringent restrictions, including asking sons and daughters about care and changing “work support” to “community support.”  They are planning to write a white paper and present it to the commissioner.  Currently, there is a true disincentive for one-on-one services with Section 29 because service providers are evaluated based on the number of hours served instead of the number of people served.  One-on-three service is the average currently and one-on-one is not accepted in the program (you would need Section 21 to get one-on-one).  The committee members would like to add another level there for individuals who have Section 29 who do need one-on-one care. 
Question:  Moira asked for clarification of the differences between Section 21 and Section 29 and what the process is for getting on the waitlist.
Response:  Section 21 is for people who are currently in harm’s way and they community based support.  Section 21 vouchers can be accepted while you are still in school, although Section 29 vouchers cannot be, because their purpose is to help adults who are already out of school and are trying to find a job.  Children can apply for Section 21 and Section 29 when they reach age 18.  In-home support will continue until age 21.

Comments:  It was also brought up that it’s particularly difficult to find work for people with disabilities, even when they are working with vocational rehabilitation, and have a job coach.  It is even difficult to obtain job shadowing opportunities with most companies.  People with social disabilities are particularly at a loss, because companies are not accepting of these disabilities.  The hope is that once people get enough hours at their job, natural supports would kick in.  However, they are not currently receiving that number of hours.  Most employers are not set up to hire people who have disabilities, and are even biased in the application process, because they require people to apply online, and some individuals with disabilities cannot do this.  

Comment:  Dave said that for ten years, his employer had a summer employment program for students with disabilities during the summer.  They worked 15 hours per week and were paid for their work.  
Comment:  It was noted that in-home support jobs are currently in high-demand right now – it would be great if high-functioning people with disabilities could help others and mentor them.

Comment:  Sue Witt said that she knew of a success story where people with Section 29 vouchers were assisting and befriending people with Section 21 vouchers, and it was a very beneficial relationship to both parties.

Next meeting: September 12, 2011 12-2pm, ** DHHS, 161 Marginal Way, Portland ** – our usual location is not available for this meeting.  Speaker:  Bethany Godin of Mobius – Topic: Employment
Unless otherwise decided:  All Coalition meetings are the second Monday of the month from 12-2pm (at 307 Cumberland Avenue in Portland after September).  The October meeting will be on October 17th due to the Columbus Day Holiday.  
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