Maine Coalition for Housing and Quality Services


Meeting Agenda  
April 14, 2014 12-2pm
307 Cumberland Avenue, Portland AND via Skype at UCP of ME Elizabeth Levinson Center, Bangor 159 Hogan Road, (207) 941-2952
I. 12pm – Welcome, pizza, social networking
This meeting will continue a broad discussion, including context, of how we came to this crisis of current and impending lack of funds for services and housing in Maine, and what parents, relatives, people with intellectual and developmental disabilities, advocates, service providers, DHHS, Special Education, and the Council on Transition can and are doing about it.  The major focus will be information sharing and discussion about transition, employment, services that work, housing, the state’s budget, advocacy, and resources.  This meeting will also focus on seeing through the implementation of a new Continuum of Care so that housing and service needs are met for everyone, and true community inclusion occurs.  
II. 12:10pm 
a. Review agenda

b. Review/Accept minutes

c. Introductions 
III. 12:15pm Featured Speakers:  
Jim Martin, Director, DHHS Office of Aging and Disability Services. Topic:  Waiver changes and Biennial Plan.  Jim will detail the coming waiver changes to take effect on July 1st and he will answer questions we may have about what to expect.  He will also review the DHHS OADS Biennial Plan.
Christine Sullivan, Executive Assistant, Spurwink. Topic:  Upcoming Sprout Film Festival.  Christine will tell us about the festival and will preview a short film that is by all accounts excellent, entitled: “About Brothers”.   
IV. 1:15pm – Housing and Services Focus Areas/Updates  

a. DHHS Adult Services Funding and Section 21/Section 29 Waiting List Update – Karen Mason, Program Manager, Developmental Services, Office of Aging and Disability Services.  Karen will also update the Coalition on progress toward everyone receiving at least a Section 29 Waiver vs. the cliff of no services.   (This will be a standing agenda item.)  
b. State Legislature Report – Mary Lou Dyer and Charlene Kinnelly, MACSP, and Representative Peter Stuckey 
c. Developmental Services Stakeholders Continuum of Care Implementation Meeting – Progress so far and next steps toward implementation.  
d. Blueprint for Effective Transition – Report from this Coalition Subcommittee – Featuring Diagram and Narrative Drafts so far!  The Subcommittee will be looking for your feedback.
e. Housing and Federal Funding Update – Continued effects of sequestration, FY 14 Federal budget for housing (HUD) programs.  
i. DHHS/MaineHousing Collaborative Efforts

ii. Section 8 Update 

f. Children’s Services Update

i. Special Education Update
ii. Transition Update - SMACT

g. Coalition Website Update – See the new website! www.maineparentcoalition.org 
h. Other updates 

i. Office of Advocacy Transition to DRC update – Jodi Benvie, Staci Converse, and Ben Jones
V. 1:55pm – Other business, announcements, and Agenda for next Coalition meeting
Next meeting:  Monday, May 12, 2014, 12-2pm, 307 Cumberland Avenue, Portland.  Featured Speaker:  Kathy Adams, OTL, ATP Maine CITE Coordinating Center – Topic:  Assistive Technology Demonstration 
Unless otherwise decided:  All Coalition meetings are the second Monday of the month from 12-2pm at 307 Cumberland Avenue in Portland.
c/o Community Housing of Maine, 309 Cumberland Avenue, Suite 203

 Portland, Maine 04101 207-879-0347 cullen@chomhousing.org
www.maineparentcoalition.org   


