Maine Coalition for Housing and Quality Services

Meeting Minutes

October 15, 2007
	Present:
	 Inga Sullivan, Sue Murphy, Brian Scanlon, Marie Taplin, Len Gulino, Arthur P. Clum, Page Kurtz, Linda Donovan, Karen Johnson, Joan Rogers, Gil Moreno, Cullen Ryan

	Welcome & Introductions:
	Cullen Ryan outlined the agenda, noting that he would like to discuss the emergency rule, Chapter 3, Sections 3.1- 3.3 that was enacted upon October 12.  
Sue Murphy agreed to take the minutes.  

Accepted minutes from September 17, 2007 meeting.

	Section 21 & 29 Waivers and other Department updates:
 
	Brian Scanlon reported that baseline rates are currently set, and will take effect on December 30, 2007.  The protocol for the behavior and medical add on is completed and being circulated to Providers. Trainings are being coordinated for families and other stakeholders on Section 21, the Comprehensive Waiver (Home and Community Support), and Section 29, the Support Waiver.  The greatest concern that Brian is hearing regarding Section 29 is the cap on job support hours, which is 300 hours per year.  He’s also hearing concerns regarding the annual 1300 hour annual cap on Community Support (formerly day habilitation), which can be day program and work combined.
Laurie Kimball, who is the training coordinator at the Region I DHHS, Office for Adults with Cognitive and Physical Disabilities, has been sending out a monthly newsletter via email. She is going to be adding a section related to transition issues for children who are becoming adults. The newsletter comes out the first of the month and will be sent to Cullen Ryan for distribution.


	Emergency Rule Chapter 3: Definition of Mental Retardation and Autism; Appeal Procedure
	This emergency rule was abruptly enacted on October 12, 2007 and is in effect for 90 days. The rule can be found at:  http://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/14/197/197c003.doc.  In summary, prior to implementation of this emergency rule, a person was eligible for services (MR services from DHHS, Office for Adults with Cognitive and Physical Disabilities…..formerly BDS…formerly DMR….BMR) if they had a diagnosis of mental retardation (meaning an IQ of 70 or below and functioning level of 70 or below) or autism or other pervasive developmental disorders (including Asperger’s Disorder with an IQ over 70) as resources were available, however there was no mention of an adaptive functioning scale.  The emergency rule does not allow eligibility for services unless a person has a diagnosis of mental retardation, or any Autism Spectrum Disorder, including Asperger’s Disorder, without adaptive scores of 70 or below.  This means that people with Autism with above 70 IQ’s cannot be included in services unless it can be proved that their adaptive levels are below 70.  Currently, many individuals receive services that have relatively high IQ’s because they need services.  They would disqualified by this rule.  For example, if a person with an Autism diagnosis had an IQ of 105 and an adaptive score of 65, they would still qualify for services, but if a person with an Autism diagnosis had an IQ of 75 and an adaptive score of 72, they would not qualify.  This rule change does not affect those currently receiving services, but does affect anyone who is applying for services.

There will be a public comment period when these emergency rules are submitted to be made into final rules.  That follows implementation of the emergency rule.  The group present concurred that there are concerns with this rule, and would like to comment about doors that will be shut on certain individuals who really require some level of service.  The group agreed that the Department needed guidelines in which to operate and make eligibility decisions, but would much rather see a functional assessment approach.  Cullen will review the comments from today’s meeting, and put together a draft guideline that people can refer to in order to make public comments about this rule. 

Note:  Follow up to meeting:  Though emergency rules have no formal comment process, anyone can raise their concerns directly with the Commissioner regarding the emergency rules themselves.  IF ANYONE WANTS TO COMMENT ABOUT THESE EMERGENCY RULES OVER THE NEXT 90 DAYS (BEGINNING 10/12) THEY CAN SEND COMMENTS DIRECTLY TO DHHS COMMISSIONER BRENDA HARVEY AT brenda.harvey@maine.gov 



	DHHS / Maine Housing presentation 
RE:  Service funding issues & Supportive Housing
	Maine Housing and DHHS has held 5 meeting thus far regarding the current service funding issues and to get stakeholder input on ways the Department “can stretch these dollars to provide supportive housing.”  Some meetings were not well attended by families/ parents, and at two meetings there was no MaineHousing representation, and in one MaineHousing sent someone not associated with supportive housing and unable to answer questions. DHHS was well represented at all meetings so far, and was forthcoming with information and worked hard to answer questions regarding services and funding.  The last meeting is to be held tonight (October 15 in Lewiston).  It was suggested that a meeting be set up with Dale McCormick to follow up on the original letter writing campaign regarding the RETT (real estate transfer tax) and the one million dollar allocation.  Cullen will follow up on this.


	Specialized Housing:
	Some people have received information from Specialized Housing, Inc., announcing a seminar entitled ‘Home Ownership for People with Disabilities:  Moving From Information to Implementation.”  This agency helps with home ownership, and provides staffing. An overview of Specialized Housing’s concept will be presented on November 30th from 6:30pm 8:30pm at South Portland Community Center at the intersection of Highland Avenue and Evans Street.  For those seriously interested in a current project in South Portland, a meeting will be held on December 1st from 9:00am-11:00am at the South Portland Community Center.  More information is available at www.specializedhousing.org.  Pre-registration for either informational session is required. Please contact Mary Chris Bulger @ mcbulger@maine.rr.com or 767-2056.  



	Next Meeting:
	Monday, November 19, at the Avesta Housing conference room, 12:00 – 2:00 PM.

- 307 Cumberland Avenue, (downstairs from Community Housing of Maine) Portland.

Future meetings:   Monday 12/10 12-2, Monday 1/14 12-2


	
	

	
	Minutes prepared by Sue Murphy.  smurphy@spurwink.org

	
	

	
	

	
	


